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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1, 2, 4-6, 10, 12, 14, 16, 17, 19, 21, 22, 24, 25, 27, 28, 30, 31, 33 
withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a 
nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. Election was 
made without traverse in the reply filed on 12/27/2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 3, 7, 9, 1 1, 13, 15, 18, 20, 23, 29, 32, 34-38 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hayward et al (US 6,798,997). 

Regarding claim 3: Regarding claim 3, Hayward et al. (US 6 798 997) teach a 
print apparatus consumable purchase system (column 1, lines 8-16) comprising: a print 
apparatus (column 4, line 10 & fig 2, peripheral 10) for printing on a print medium, a 
display capable of displaying information concerning the print apparatus (fig. 3 & column 
5, lines 24-39, display screen for print apparatus purchase system displays information 
concerning the peripheral 10); and a controller for displaying a status screen (figs 3 & 4, 
& column 5, lines 23-24 & 62-63, a display screen is used to display screen associated 
with the status of the peripheral 10) for representing consumption degree of a 
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consumable used with the print apparatus on the display (fig 3 & column 5, lines 23-39, 
the display includes an "X" indicator to indicate a status condition in peripheral 10, 
wherein, column 5, lines 6-7, status conditions in peripheral 10 indicate a need for 
consumable replacement, which, column 8, lines 26-31, is based off of consumable 
level. In Specification, Applicant defines a consumption degree of a consumable as an 
"ink remaining amount." Therefore the indicator "X" taught by Hayward et al. and shown 
on the display in fig 3 represents an ink/toner remaining amount because it represents a 
low level) and displaying one (buy now, fig. 4) of a plurality of options (options to select 
buying from a preferred retailer, column 8, lines 60-65, options to buy now, options to 
have a diagnostics perform first before buying, column 7, lines 35-52, options to buy 
from a manufacturer, options to pay with a credit card, options for overnight express 
shipment, etc, column 8, lines 1-10) concerning the purchase mode (buying) of the 
consumable in the status screen (fig. 4), an option calling button (buy now button, 
column 8, lines 55-65) for calling the plurality of options concerning the purchase mode 
of the consumable in the status screen (column 8, lines 60-63). 

NOTE: Although not specifically mentioned, a controller is inherently included in 
the system taught by Hayward et al. Without a controller, the functions associated with 
display of information as outlined above would not be available in the print apparatus 
consumable purchase system. Therefore the teachings of Hayward et al. inherently 
included a controller as outline above. 

Regarding claim 7: Hayward teaches when the option calling button is selected, 
the controller connects to a predetermined server through a network and causes a 
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screen to be presented, the screen displaying the plurality of options from the server 
and displays the screen on the display options from the server and displays the screen 
on the display (column 7, line 54 - column 8, line 12 and column 8:lines 54-63, when 
BUY NOW button is selected, a connection to server 40 is made, which provides a user 
screen with a plurality of purchase options: preferred distributor or not preferred 
distributor). 

Regarding claim 9, Hayward et al. (US 6 798 997) teach the print apparatus 
consumable purchase system as claimed in claim 3, wherein the plurality of options 
concerning the purchase mode of the consumable are a plurality of options including a 
delivery purchase button for making a request for delivery purchase of the consumable 
and a store purchase button for calling dealer information concerning a dealer dealing in 
the consumable (column 7, line 54 -column 8, line 12, the BUY NOW button provides 
both the request for delivery purchase of the consumable, and, column 8, lines 54-63, 
the called dealer information concerning a dealer, i.e. a retailer, that can be accessed 
by the user, who is prompted to confirm a dealer choice). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Hayward et al. (US 6 798 997) teach the print apparatus 
consumable purchase system as claimed in claim 9, wherein if the delivery purchase 
button is selected, the controller acquires an ordering screen for ordering the 
consumable from a predetermined server through a network and displays the screen on 
the display (column 7, line 54 - column 8, Iine12, a purchase order screen is acquired 
from a predetermined server 40 and displayed to the user). 
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Regarding claim 13, Hayward et al. (US 6 798 997) teach the print apparatus 
consumable purchase system as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein if the delivery purchase 
button is selected, the controller acquires a screen to be presented, the screen 
containing one of a selling condition input field for entering selling condition information 
(column 7, line 66 - column 8, line 2, the user enters the selling conditions) and a selling 
condition disclosure field for disclosing selling condition information (column 8, lines 9- 
1 1 , selling conditions are disclosed on the screen) as the ordering screen from a 
predetermined server through a network and displays the screen on the display. 

Regarding claim 15, Hayward et al. (US 6 798 997) teach the print apparatus 
consumable purchase system as claimed in claim 13, wherein at least one of in-stock 
and out-of-stock concerning the consumable and availability of empty vessel collection 
service is disclosed in the selling condition disclosure field (column 8, lines 9-10, a 
confirmation display is sent to the user's display after, column 8, lines 49-53, confirming 
availability of inventory, which provides the in-stock disclosure). 

Regarding claims 18, 20: Hayward et al. (US 6 798 997) teach the print 
apparatus consumable purchase system as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein if the delivery 
purchase button is selected (fig 4 & column 7, line 54, BUY NOW button), the controller 
acquires a screen containing a retrieval key information input field for entering user's 
place retrieval key information as an ordering screen for ordering the consumable from 
a predetermined server through a network and displays the screen on the display 
(column 7, line 54 - column 8, line 25, user information concerning user location 
address is input in ordering screen that has been downloaded from predetermined 
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server 40 after selecting the BUY NOW button), and the controller transmits the user's 
place retrieval key information entered in the retrieval key information input field to the 
server (column 8, lines 48-49, server receives user information) so as to receive place- 
dependent selling condition information extracted by the server based on the user's 
place retrieval key information (column 8, lines 46-54, based on user information, server 
40 processes the order by shipping directly to the user or forwarding the order for local 
delivery from a retailer local to the user. In the teachings of Hayward et al. the place- 
dependent selling condition is delivery method that is based on user location and that 
changes depending on the location of the shipper in relation to the user. Along with 
delivery method, a confirmation differs based on user location relative to local 
distributors) and displays the received place-dependent selling condition information on 
the display (column 7, line 67 - column 8, line 12, purchase order confirmation is 
displayed, which would indicate confirmation of delivery method acceptance 
information). 

Regarding claim 23, Hayward et al. (US 6 798 997) teach the print apparatus 
consumable purchase system as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein if the store purchase 
button is selected, the controller causes a screen to be presented for providing the 
dealer information from a predetermined server through a network and displays the 
screen on the display (column 7, line 54 - column 8, line 12 & column 8, lines 54-63, 
BUY NOW button, i.e. store purchase button, is selected and a display that provides 
dealer information is provided from a server 40 and for the user). 
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Regarding claims 29, 32, 34: Hayward et al. (US 6 798 997) teach print 
apparatus consumable purchase system as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein if the store 
purchase button is selected (fig. 4 & column 7, line 54, BUY NOW button), the controller 
acquires a screen containing a retrieval key information input field for entering user's 
place retrieval key information (column 8:lines 48- 49, server receives user information 
that has been input by user and displays the screen on the display (column 7, lines 60- 
65, purchase order screen is provided to user)), and the controller transmits the user's 
place retrieval key information entered in the retrieval key information input field to the 
server (column 8, lines 48-49, server receives user information that has been input by 
user) so as to receive place-dependent dealer information extracted by the server 
based on the user's place retrieval key information (column 8, lines 46-54, based on 
user information, server 40 processes the order by shipping directly to the user or 
forwarding the order for local delivery from a retailer local to the user. In the teachings of 
Hayward et al. the place-dependent selling condition is delivery method that is based on 
user location and that changes depending on the location of the shipper in relation to 
the user. Along with the delivery method, a confirmation differs based on user location 
relative to local distributors) and displays the received place-dependent dealer 
information on the display (column 7, line 67 - column 8, line 12, purchase order 
confirmation is displayed, which would indicate confirmation of delivery method 
acceptance information). 
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Regarding claim 35, Hayward et al. teaches, wherein the consumable is a 
coloring material cartridge (fig 4, magenta ink level indicates that the consumable is a 
coloring material cartridge. Also see column 9, lines 40-42). 

Regarding claims 36, 38: Hayward et al. (US 6 798 997) teach a program stored 
in a computer readable medium (inherent) for causing a computer to function as control 
means (column 4, lines 10-20, the program is installed on computer to interact with 
printer consumable purchasing system shown in fig 2). 

Regarding claim 37, Hayward et al. teaches, wherein the consumable is a 
coloring material cartridge (fig 4, magenta ink level indicates that the consumable is a 
coloring material cartridge. Also see column 9, lines 40-42). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hayward 
(US 6,798,997). 

Regarding claim 8, Hayward et al. (US 6 798 997) teach the print apparatus 
consumable purchase system as claimed in claim 3, wherein when the option calling 
button is selected (column 7, line 54 - column 8, line 12 and column 8:lines 54-63, 
when BUY NOW button is selected, a connection to server 40 is made, which provides 
a user screen with a plurality of purchase options: preferred distributor or not preferred 
distributor), the controller displays the plurality of options on the display (column 8, lines 
60-65) and if any option is selected from among the plurality of options, the controller 
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connects to a predetermined server through a network and acquires a order screen to 
be present (column 8, lines 1-15). 

Although Hayward does not mention the presented screen is corresponded to the 
selected option from the server, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary 
skill in the art the order screen that allows user to order the parts must correspond to 
the user selection of whether the user wand to order from the preferred retailer. 

5. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hayward 
as applied to claim 23 above, and further in view of Benjamin et al (US 6,113,208). 

Regarding claim 26, Hayward et al. teach the print apparatus consumable 
purchase system as claimed in claim 23, but do not teach wherein the dealer 
information contains at least one of address information and map information for 
locating a dealer place. 

However, Benjamin et al. teach dealer information containing an address 
displayed to the user (column 3, lines 42-45). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have use the address information taught by Benjamin et al. in the provision 
of dealer information taught by Hayward et al. because it allows the user to locate 
suppliers nearby for more ordering flexibility. 



Response to Arguments 
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6. Applicants arguments filed 9/7/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

With respect to applicant's argument that Hayward is not a valid reference under 
35 USC 102 (e) has been considered. 

In reply: MPEP 201 .1 1 and USC 120 states that "An application for patent for an 
invention disclosed in the manner provided by the first paragraph of section 1 12 of this 
title in an application previously filed in the United States, or as provided by section 363 
of this title, which is filed by an inventor or inventors named in the previously filed 
application shall have the same effect, as to such invention, as though filed on the date 
of the prior application, if filed before the patenting or abandonment of or termination of 
proceedings on the first application or on an application similarly entitled to the benefit 
of the filing date of the first application and it contains or is amended to contain a 
specific reference to the earlier filed applications..." 

Column 1, lines 1-5, Hayward clearly states that "This application is a 
continuation-in-part of U.S. application Ser. No. 09/397,126 filed Sep. 16,1999, the 
disclosure of which is totally incorporated by reference." 

The examiner has carefully compared the disclosure of 09/397,126 and US 
6,798,997 and the fact presented is that the information relied upon in US 6,798,997 is 
disclosed by 09/397,126. US 6,798,997 is filed before the patenting or abandonment of 
or termination of proceedings on application 09/397,126. 

Therefore, the effective filing date of Hayward et al (US 6,798,997) is 9/16/1999. 
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MPEP 2136.02 states that: "When a U.S. patent, a U.S. patent application 
publication, or an international application publication is used to reject claims under 35 
USC 102 (e), the disclosure relied on in the rejection must be presented in the issued 
patent or application publication. It is the earliest effective US filing date of the US 
patent or application publication being relied on as the critical reference date..." 

Therefore, Hayward in a valid reference under 35 USC 102(e). 

With respect to applicant's argument on page 16, lines 11-14 that Hayward 
teaches at least a single purchase option "Buy Now" but Hayward does not teach a 
button for reserving an item for pick up; has been considered. 

In reply: The examine concurs with the applicant's founding that the "buy now" 
option is a purchase option. The limitation of "a button for reserving an item for pick up" 
is not part of the claimed limitation of claim 3. 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to King Y. Poon whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7440. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



March 7, 2006 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



